Phonics Rationale

Phonics is taught as a way of decoding written letters and spoken sounds in the early stages of learning to read. This is taught to all pupils in KS1 and certain pupils in KS2, depending on the specific needs of pupils.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At Littledown School we teach synthetic phonics throughout all year groups, where appropriate. When pupil’s show good phonetical knowledge they progress to comprehension-based work. We follow the ‘Read, Write, Inc’ programme which provides a structured and systematic approach to the teaching of phonics. It aims for children to develop fluent word reading skills and have good foundations in spelling by the end of Key Stage One. Your child’s class teacher will be able to tell you which set they are working on.
At Littledown we assess phonics termly, in order to; track progress, identify gaps and groups pupils.

